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Assessment and Emergency Care of Diabetic
Emergencies

Scene Size=up
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Primary Assessment

NOTE: The order of the steps in this section differs depending on whether the patient is conscious or unconscious.
The order below is for a conscious patient. For an unconscious patient, perform a primary assessment, obtain vital
signs, and if possible, obtain the past medical history before transport.

History Taking




Chapter 17  Endocrine and Hematologic Emergencies

Assessment and Emergency Care of Diabetic Emergencies,
continued

Secondary Assessment

neuroloqilc, and musculoskeletal svstems. betermine the plood glucose level and mental status

Interventions A conscious patient who is able to swallow can be given fluids with a high sugar content or a

highly concentrated glucose gel, as protocols allow.

Communication !on!ac! meallcal con!rol w!!H a raallo repor!, |In!orm||ng o! !He pa!llen!'s conall!llon ana Elooa

and glucose level(s). Relay any change in level of consciousness or difficulty breathing. Be sure to
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NOTE: Although the steps below are widely accepted, be sure to consult and follow your local protocol.

Diabetic Emergencies

1. Examine the tube to ensure that it is not open or broken. Check the expiration date.
2. Squeeze a generous amount onto the bottom third of a bite stick or tongue depressor.

3. Open the patient's mouth. Place the tongue depressor on the mucous membranes between
the cheek and gum, with the gel side next to the cheek.
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Assessment and Emergency Care of Hematologic Disorxders

Scene Size-up
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Primary Assessment

History Taking

Secondary Assessment

and musculoskeletal systems. Determine the Glasgow Coma Scale

Interventions Apply supplemental oxygen at 12 to 15 L/min via nonrebreathing mask.

Communication Contact medical control with a radio report, informing of the patient’s condition. Relay any
and change in level of consciousness or difficulty breathing. Be sure to document any changes and
Documentation the time when they occurred.




